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274 TH B AMERICAN MIDLAND NATURALIST 

SPENCER FULERTON BAIRD 



A BIOGRAPHY. 

This biography deals with the life of a scientific collector, 
whose enthusiasm for his work was remarkable. The book 
containes many letters written by Mr. Baird himself, his brother 
William, who was also intensely interested in natural history, and 
by noted men of science who were contemporaries of theirs. The 
early letters of the two Bairds, while interesting to special students, 
do not possess the literary charm of more mature minds. Many 
of the letters of such famous authors as Audubon, Agassiz, Dana, 
and others are very readable and informing. 

Besides these letters, the author, William Healey Dall, A. M. 
D. Sc, wisely introduced numerous notes by Lucy Hunter Baird, 
only daughter of the subject of the biography. Miss Baird had 
contemplated writing her father's life, for which she had gathered 
much material; but being an invalid, her strength was unequal 
to the task of composition, and her notes were all she accomplished 
toward the proposed biography. These notes, however, are the 
finest part of the life, and make the reader regret that the daughter 
was unable to do what her heart so desired. 

The first four chapters of the biography are entitled respec- 
tively, 'Genealogical and Family Notes,' 'Childhood and Youth,' 
'Life at Carlisle,' 'The Young Professor.' The first chapter gives 
a most interesting account of the ancestors of the Bairds, and of 
noted Americans who were their contemporaries. The three 
succeeding chapters inform the reader, through numerous letters, 
of the activities of Mr. Baird up to the time of his appointment 
as assistant secretary of the Smithsonian Institution. It must 
be said that hardly anyone but a scientific collector would be 
interested enough to read all of these letters. But the text of the 
author, and especially the notes oi Lucy Hunter Baird, together 
with some of the letters, afford a clear insight into the beautiful 
character of Spencer F. Baird. 

The two chapters, 'The Smithsonian Institution' and 'Life 
in Washington,' are very readable, being made up entirely of the 
observations of the author and of the notes of Miss Baird. The 
topics of these chapters are of general interest, dealing either 
with the growth and development of the Smithsonian or with 
important personages in Washington, with whom Mr. Baird had 
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official relations. Incidentally, his noble character is further 
revealed to the reader, who feels grateful for the opportunity of 
making the acquaintance of a man of such sterling worth. 

The chapters, entitled respectively '1850 to 1865' and '1865 
to 1878,' are filled with letters from eminent Americans who were 
either scientists or government officials. The contents of these 
letters being mostly of a scientific character, and even that of a 
special phase of the subject, they will not interest most readers 
enough to entice them to peruse the entire collection. The topics 
treated in these letters refer almost exclusively to collections 
that were being made for the Smithsonian Institution. 

A very interesting chapter is that which follows the two 
mentioned . in the last paragraph. Pew letters find place in the 
text, and a more general interest is found in the varied activities 
of the new secretary of the Smithsonian Institution. Besides the im- 
mense work directly or indirectly connected with the Smithsonian, 
Baird's appointment as head of the U. S. Commission of Fish 
and Fisheries used up much of his energy from 1871, the year 
of the establishment of the Commission. Incidentally, much of 
what he planned and accomplished in this new department is 
narrated in this chapter. 

Another interesting chapter tells the story of the foundation 
of the U. S. National Museum. Baird had long contemplated 
the project of a scientific museum that would be a credit to the 
greatness of the United States, and had for years accumulated 
material for this purpose. Finally the government gave the 
money that had been loaned and repaid by the corporation that 
managed the Centennial Exposition of 1876, toward the erection 
of a building in 1881, and G. Brown Godde, probably the greatest 
expert in the country on conducting museums, was put in charge 
of the new foundation. 

The chapter on ' The U. S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries 
contains much information of a general character that will be 
very welcome to any reader, whether he is specially interested 
in science or not. The nobility of Spencer Baird's soul is clearly 
evidenced in the disinterestedness with which he entered this 
new field of labor. He succeeded in getting congress to make his 
appointment non-remunerative, hoping that in so doing only 
worthy and competent men would ever be selected for the position 
of secretary His success in promoting everything he undertook 
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m connection with fish ana fisheries in the United States was 
well-nigh phenominal. Like all the other chapters of this excellent 
biography, the present one gives us glimpses of a beautiful char- 
acter, and our only regret in closing the volume is that there is 
so much in it on science, and not enough about a personality of 
such singular charm. 

The biography fittingly ends with eulogies from public men, 
personal friends or acquaintances, and co-laborers of Spencer 
F. Baird. They all without exception speak in terms of great 
appreciation of the man, "the mere mention of whose name strikes 
a chord of dear memories in the hearts of all who knew him. No 
man of our time has left a purer memory, a more stainless name 
or a more animating and enduring influence over his special field 
of labor than S. F. Baird. He was loved by those who 
knew him when he was living; he is revered by those who have 
survived him. Mr. Baird lived on a higher plane of life and breathed 
a purer atmosphere than most men. Quiet and unassuming, with 
a nature as gentle as a child's, his natural superiority never failed 
to show itself when he was with other men." — Brother Alphonsus, 
C. S. C. 

The biography is published by J. Lippincott Company, 
Philadelphia. Price, $3.50. 



NOTES ON OUR LOCAL PLANTS.— XIII. 



BY J. A. NIEUWLAND. 



Amelanchier intermedia Spach., Hist. Veg. 2: 85 (1834). 

Amelauchier canadensis var. oblongifolia'T. and G. Fl. M. A. 
1:473 (1840). 

Liverpool (Umbach), 964 St. Joseph: Common at Webster's 
north of Notre Dame, growing not far from both the preceding 
and following. 

Amelanchier spicata (Lam.) C. Koch, Dendr. 1: 182 (1869). 

Crataegus spicata Lam. Encyc. 1:84 (1783). Amelanchier 
stolonifera Wiegand, Rhodora 14:144 (1912). 

Pine (Umbach), Lake Co. (Hill) S. E. of Notre Dame, also 
N. of Notre Dame at Websters. 



